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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EA-11 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 

USIA-15 IO-13 EB-11 OMB-01 RSR-01 /141 W 

110861 

R 011701Z AUG 73 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3058 
INFO AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 08863 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UK, RH 

SUBJECT: NEW PROPOSAL RE RHODESIA 
REF: LONDON A-947, JULY 19, L973 

1. REFERENCED AIRGRAM REPORTED PROPOSAL BY PETER SMITH, 
CHAIRMAN OF FOREIGN POLICY COMMITTEE OF CONSERVATIVE BOW 
GROUP, TO SET UP A COMMITTEE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF FIVE 
COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES TO HELP FACILITATE NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN RHODESIAN GOVT AND BLACK COMMUNITY IN RHODESIA. 
SMITH TOLD US AUGUST 1 THAT HE HAD PUT PROPOSAL TO PRIME 
MINISTER HEATH WHO SAID THAT IN LIGHT OF RECENT 
SMITH-MUZOREWA TALKS, THIS WOULD NOT BE APPROPRIATE 
MOMENT TO SURFACE SUCH AN IDEA. HEATH DID NOT REJECT 
THE SUGGESTION, BUT THOUGHT IT SHOULD BE HELD IN 
ABEYANCE PENDING A FURTHER READING OF THE SITUATION 
INSIDE RHODESIA AS WELL AS AN ASSESSMENT OF THE MOOD AT 
THE COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. SMITH SAID HE HAS HEARD ON 
HIS PRIVATE NET THAT TRUDEAU MAY WELL MAKE A SUGGESTION 
SIMILAR TO HIS AT THE OTTAWA GATHERING. 
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2. SMITH ALSO REPORTED THAT HE HAD HAD A TALK WITH 
SEVERAL ANC REPS IN LONDON EVENING OF JULY 31. THEY 
WERE DISHEARTENED BY REPORTED ARRESTS OF SIX ANC 
LEADERS, BUT ENCOURAGED BY NEWS THAT OPPOSITION GROUPS 
ARE NOW IN CONTACT WITH ANC LEADERSHIP. ACCORDING TO 
SMITH, THEY LIKED THE COMMONWEALTH COMMITTEE IDEA, AND 
APPRECIATED THE POSSIBILITIES IT OPENED FOR ALL PARTIES, 
INCLUDING WHITES NOT IDENTIFIED WITH THE GOVERNMENT, 

TO TALK OUTSIDE RHODESIA. 

SOHM 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 
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